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UK and the CEE region are predicted to see the bulk  of upcoming M&A activity, according to 
mergermarket’s latest publication Deal Drivers EMEA  2010 

 
 

LONDON, 9 February 2010 
 
Dried up credit markets and a dip in deal activity following in the aftermath of the credit crunch have tainted 
the M&A year of 2009, resulting in a 53.7% drop in deal value and 34.9% drop in deal volume compared to 
2008. Lack of bank funding and a valuation disparity between buyers and sellers have both been prevalent 
features of the M&A landscape. 
 
Despite this, the last quarter offered a few tender green shoots of hope for European dealmakers. In terms of 
value, the Financial Services and Energy, Mining and Utilities space experienced most M&A activity, 
accounting for over 50% of European deal value. Similarly, Industrials and Chemicals experienced most deal 
flow in terms of volume. 
 
Other key highlights from the report include: 
 

• Once again the UK and the CEE region – excluding Russia – are predicted to see the bulk of 
upcoming M&A activity. Europe’s industrial heartland, Germany, is not trailing far behind; 

 
• The TMT sector is predicted to be heading for a busy M&A year according to mergermarket’s Heat 

Chart prediction, followed by the Industrials & Chemicals and the Consumer sector. The 
Cadbury/Kraft deal is expected to spur deals in the latter as other players come under pressure to 
remain competitive; 

 
• M&A activity in the Financial Services sector is expected to be on the rise in 2010, with the 

European banking fraternity’s divestment programme and interest from private equity paving the 
way; 

 
• In the Middle East and Africa, Banking and Real Estate are the two sectors likely to see the most 

M&A activity. A lack of liquidity in the region is also set to boost deal activity as companies opt to sell 
off assets. 

 
 
The report, available for download at www.mergermarket.com/pdf/emea-deal-drivers-2010.pdf, provides 
an in-depth analysis of M&A activity in EMEA during 2009, as well as M&A sector predictions for 2010. 
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Please find below an illustration of expected M&A activity for 2010 broken down into sectors: 
 

 
 
 
Deal Drivers EMEA 2010 is produced in association w ith: 
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About mergermarket 
mergermarket is an independent Mergers and Acquisitions (M&A) intelligence service with an unrivalled 
network of dedicated M&A journalists based in 62 locations across the Americas, Europe, Asia-Pacific, the 
Middle-East and Africa. Unlike any other service of its kind, mergermarket specializes in providing forward-
looking origination and deal flow opportunities integrated with a comprehensive deals database – resulting in 
real revenues for clients. Visit www.mergermarket.com 
 
Contact: 
Anna Bengtsson +44 (0)20 7059 6334  
anna.bengtsson@mergermarket.com 
 
About BBVA 
BBVA is a global group resting on 150 years of experience. The group offers a comprehensive range of 
financial and non-financial solutions adapted to its customers’ needs. Thanks to sound fundamentals, a 
strong capital base and skilful risk management, the Group occupies a leading position in Spain and Latin 
America, and through its strategic partnership with CITIC Group it also has a significant presence in the U.S. 
and in Asia. BBVA constantly focuses on long-term relationships, and as a result the Group has been 
rewarded with the trust of 47 million customers and nearly one million shareholders in the 32 countries where 
it operates.  

BBVA Wholesale Banking & Asset Management aims to become a full-service provider of high-added-value 
products for BBVA’s customers world-wide, catering to institutional investors and large international 
corporations alike. 

The main objective of BBVA Corporate Finance is to provide to its customers a holistic service in 
transactions of acquisitions or divestitures of a company or a business line, mergers and privatizations, 
search of strategic partners and takeover bids. BBVA sits on a wide expertise in the execution of these types 
of transactions, having advised some of the most relevant transactions in recent years and leading 
mergermarket’s Spanish M&A advisor ranking in terms of value in 2009. 

About Merrill DataSite 
 
Merrill DataSite Virtual Data Room (VDR) is an online deal room that optimizes the due diligence process by 
transforming the traditional paper data room into a secure online data room, accessible via the Internet. 
Merrill DataSite offers a secure and highly efficient method of sharing critical business information for 
electronic due diligence in M&A advisory, banking M&A, mid market M&A review, transfer of small business 
ownership when selling a company, document warehousing, mergers and acquisitions due diligence, 
succession in family business or when buying a business, IPO and secondary offerings, asset purchases, 
venture capital due diligence, bio tech licensing, commercial and corporate real estate ventures, 
bankruptcies, financial restructure, liquidation analysis for bankruptcy, corporate debt restructuring, preparing 
for exit strategies, and many other transactions that require extensive document sharing. 
 
 


